


TABLE OF CONTENTS

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY ..ottt ettt ettt e e s sttt e e e e e s st e e e e e e anbb e e e e s s nnbbe e e e e s nnneneeens [
PopUlation CharaCteriSTICS .......cooiiiiiiiiieeiie e e e e e e e e s e s aeeeeaaaeens [
ECONOMIC CIFCUMSTIANCES ....eiiiieeeeeiieciiiieie et e e e sttt e e e e e e e e e s s e e e e e e e e e e e e ennnsnnnneeeeeeeas il
The Early ChildNOod SYSIEM .......uuiiiiiiiiiiee e e e e e r e e e e e e e e e e ii
[=To [UTor= 11 To] o= I [ oo [ox= 1 (0] =TT \Y
[ 1= 1 SRS RRER \Y
= 0 12T U o] o ] S v
(0] o [od 1] o] o TP PRPT v

BACKGROUND AND APPROACH ... ..ottt ettt et e e s s taae e e e e et a e e e e nnntae e e e s snnnneeas 1

0o [ [1 i o] o I PRSP RSPTP 1
Description Of the REQION ... e e e e aaaas 2
Data Sources and MethOUOIOGIES .........oioi i 4

o] o0 F= Ui To] o O g F= L= od 1T 1S 1 EEOOP 6

POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS ..ottt a e entae e e e 7

WY T MAILETS ...ttt e et e e e ekt e e e e e e b e e e e e e s b e e e e e e enbbn e e e e e annneeeas 7
INTErSECHION WIth POVEITY ...ttt e s e e e e nees 7
What the DAta TeII US ....eceiiiiiiiiiie ettt ettt e e et e e e s s enbbe e e e e e nnneeeeas 8
o= Ul o] o101 F= o] o 1RO PUPPERPRP 8
Race/ EthnicCity and LANQUAGE ..........uviiiiiiiiiee ettt ettt e e e 10

= L 1A @] 1 o0 171 1] o [P 12
KEY TAKEAWAY'S ...coeiiiiiiiiitteeeit ettt e e e e sttt e e e e e e e e s e et bbbt e e e e e e e e e e e saannnsbsnneeeeaeeas 14
ECONOMIC CIFCUMSTANCES .....uvteiiiieeeeeeees ettt eee e e e e e e e s e st e e e aeeeeessaannsaseeeeeaeeeeeessannnnsnnnnnneeeeens 16
ECONOMIC CIRCUMSTANCES ...ttt a e s nsbbe e e e e e annees 17
WY I IMAEEETS . 17
What the Data TeIl US ........eeiiiiiiie et e e e e e e e s e e e e e e e e e e e s nnnnnrenneeeeeens 17
TaTetoT e == TaTo B =0 Y=Y o Y SRS 17
EMPIOYMENT. .. —————————————————————————————— 23

[ [ 1U 3 o PP PP T PTPPPR 25

LI = 1S 0 1 =i [ o 1O UPRESR 28
ECONOMIC SUPPOIS L. a e 29
KEY TAKEAWEAY'S ....eeeieiiiiiie ettt ettt ettt e ettt e e e et e e e e e bbb et e e e e st b e e e e e enbbe e e e e e annnn e e e e e ennees 33
The Early ChildNOOd SYSIEIM ... s e e e e e e e e e s et ereeaaeeeeeaaans 34
THE EARLY CHILDHOOD SYSTEM ...ttt st e et e e e annneeeeean 35
WY TEMAIETS ...ttt e e e ek e e e e s bbb e e e e e e nb b e e e e e e annbe e e e e e annnes 35
INTErSECHION WIth POVEITY ...ttt e e e 35
What the Data TeIl US .......eeeiiiii e e eeeeeas 36
Early Care and EQUCALION .........oooiiiiiiieiiiiieie et e e 36
Families with Children with Special NeedS.............ooiiiiiiiiiiiii e 41
KEY TAKEAWAYS ....cceeiiiiiiiiiiteeee et e ettt e e e e e e e e e st e e e e e e e e e e sa s b e e e e e e eeaeaeeeesaaanssssnnneeeeeeas 42
[=To [UTor= T iTol o= 1 [gTo [Tor=1 (0] =TT T RSP PPPPI 44
EDUCATIONAL INDICATORS ....cceei ettt ettt e e e e e et e e e e e nnnaa e e e e e nnnnneeeeennnnes 45
LAYV BT L Y OO 45
INEErSECION WIth POVEITY ....ceiiiiiiiiiiiie ettt e e e e e e e e s e eeeaeaeas 45

WAt The DAta TEI US ..o e et e e e e e e e e 46



NG 2 = 01 {0 ] | 11 4 1=] 4| SO TP TT TSR 46

TRIrd Grade TESE SCOIES.....cci i e ettt e e e e e e s e e st eeeeeaeeeeessssnsssnneeeeraaaeeeeeaanns 46
Educational AtaiNmMENT ...........uiiii it e et e s e e enees 48
KEY TAKEAWAY'S ...ceieiiiiiiiititiii ettt e e e e e e ettt e e e e e e e e e s e e bbbt et e e e e e eeeeeesaannnbbsneeeeeaaens 49

[ T L1 o SR 51
[ = I I PRSPPI 52
WY I IMAEEETS e 52
INTErSECHION WIth POVEITY ...ttt e e 52
What the Data TeII US .....coiiiiiiiiiie ettt e s e e e e e nnees 53
MOthers GIVING Birth. ... 53
Infant and Child HEAITN..........oooi i eeeeeas 55
Behavioral HEaAItN ...........ooii e 58
KEY TAKEAWAYS ....ccceiiiiiiiitteeee ettt e e e e e e et et e e e e e e e e e s e e e s b b e e e e e eeaeeeeeesaannssssnnneeaeens 59
(=0 11 VRS T U] o] oo 4 P TP RPT P PPPPRPP 60
FAMILY SUPPORT ..ttt e e s ettt e e e s st b e e e e e s anab e e e e e e e ansbneeeeeannees 61
WY I IMTAIEEIS ..t e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e s e s e e e e eeeaeeeeesaannsnsnranneeeaeeas 61
INEErSECION WItN POVEITY ....eiiiiiiiiiiiicieeiee ettt e e e e e e e e e e s e e eeeeeeeaeas 61
What the Data TeIl US ........eeiiiiiii et e e e e e e e e e e e e e e s e ennnnsarnnneeeeeens 61
(04 011 (o VT =T T = RO PRPTP 62
Family SUPPOIT PrOQIamS .....oooi ittt e e e e e e e e s s eeeeaaeas 63
COMMUNILY RISK ...t e e e et e e e e s s nnb e e e e s snnneeeas 65
KEY TAKEAWAYS ....ceeeiiiiiiitteeee ettt e e e e e e e e et e e e e e e e e e e e aesaaa b s e e e e eeaaeeeeeseannssnsnnneeeaeens 67
SUMMATY @NA CONCIUSIONS ... .uuuuiiiiiiiire s e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e eaaaaeaeaeeeetteeteteeeeeesesesssssssssssrnnnnnnnns 68
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS ..ottt e e e e e e s e e e e e snaaaeaesennnaeaeaans 69
Y 0] o L= T Lo =SSP SPSSRRR 71

Appendix AT Popul ati on Char actéé&dé&éadd &b ééaée é. -1A
AppendixBi Economi ¢ Circumstances. éeééeéeéééééeececdecececec
AppendixCi The Early Chil dhood System... ééééeéédéééeéc
AppendixDi Educational I ndicatorseée.. ééééeéecécéedeécécec
AppendixET Heal t héééeééééeée. . ééécébecébec écéeééeéeéeé. -1E

Appendix FTFami |y Supportéééé. .. éééééééécéeeceeéeéeébdécéecec



EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The City of Phoenixthe fifth-largest city in the Wited States and one of the fastggbwing large cities
in the nationnow hasearly 1.7 million resident€omprisedf the portions of theity generally north
of ThomasRoadand theunincorporated areas of Anthem and New RiAoenix North is the most
populousFirst Things First regiom Arizonawith more than 830,000 residsnincluding 65,000

children undesix years of age.

As part of a large metropolitan area, Phoenix North has a wide array of public andreseatees for
children and families, a variety of educational and employment options, and robust childddaealém
infrastructure. At the same time, the region also faces a variety of challenges common to large cities,

including high costs for child care and rising housing expenses.

In many ways, the Phoenix North region is a microcosm of ArizBoainstancethe poverty rate

among young children, the percentagéhoée and fouryearoldsenrolled in preschool, third grade

English and math proficiency ratemd high school graduation rates?hoenix North are all within one

or two percentage points of teatewide figures. These statistics, however, mask significant differences
across Phoenix North suggesting the need for targeted approaches to meet the varied needs across the

region.

Population Characteristics

In contrast to overall population _ _ _
Figure 1-1: Current and Projected Population of

growth inthe region, the number 00000 Children Under 6 in Phoenix North, 2010 - 2040
of young children declined 80,000
slightly over the past decage 70,000 /
o o .. 60,000
mirroring a nationwide decline in
50,000
birth rates. Population forecasts 40,000
for the next 20 years anticipate  30:000
20,000

this trend will reverse and project 10,000
the region will be home to nearly 0
2010 2020 2030 2040
80,000 children under six years ot
age in 2040Decisions regardinthe types of programs funded and the design of these programs should

take into account the characteristicstedite gi on 6 s vy oandthegir fanhliesl d r e n
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The children under the age ok si
Figure 1-2: Racial/ Ethnic Distribution of

years in Phoenix Nortare Children Under 6 in Phoenix North
significantly moreracially and Hispanic/
Latino, 40.6%

ethnically diversehanthe population

All Other,
as a wholerequiring that services be 5.2%
i White/
culturally appropiate Nearly 60 American .
Y approp y Indian/ Alaska C?ggs%an-
percent of young childreim the Native, 2.1%
' i i i Asian, 4.4%
Phoenix North regioareHispanic/ b ekl AR
Latino, Black/ African American, American,

7.1%
Asian, or American Indian/ Native

Alaskancompared to 43 percent of the total populatfurther, more than orie-four residents in the
region speak a language other than English at home alhilest 150ercentof kindergarten through

third grades attendingpublic schoolsin the regiorare EnglisHanguagdearners

Given the high correlation between family composition and household iricbigseholds led by
single females earn on average less thartloing of the incomesarned by tweparent households
service planning should take into account the varying needs of different families. In Phoenix North,
amost threequarters of households with minor children in the region include a married or cohabiting

couplewhile 20percent are led by single women

Economic Circumstances

Overall, economic conditions in the region remain strong. Across the @tiamfamily income

increased from $64,640 in 2014 to $66,048 in 2@litionally, theunemploymentatein Phoelix
reachech recordow at the time of this publicatiolollowing asurge in unemploymeiiuring the initial
monthsof the COVID-19 pandemicThe strong economy has led to a significant decline in the
percentage of young children living in poverty in tegion, from 30.3 percent in 2014 to 24.4 percent
in 2019. Despite this improvementein-four children inPhoenix North are living in poverty, which

has beeshown to be associated with a large number of negative effects across most aspects of an
individual 6s | i f e, i ncluding educational, empl oymen
understates the number of families in need. For example, one living wage calculator suggests that a
family with two working parents and one child living in Phixemeed to earn $55,000 to meet their

needs, more than double the federal poverty level for a family of three.
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Although incomes have increased and rates of poverty have declined, famflesenix North face
surging housing costs. More than @nghreehouseholds in the region are considered to be housing
cost burdenedneaning theynustspendmore thar80 percent or more of their income on housing
Given an increase of more than 40 percent in rental costs since @0tErsn Phoenix Northare

particdarly impacted with nearly half (47.2 percent) considered to be housing cost burdened.

The Early Childhood System

Phoenix North benefits from a large child care provider network comprised of morgdbieensed

and certified providers with total capacity to serve more than 38,000 children under 13 years old.
However, only 34 of these providers with a total of 1i8ssare homédased programs, meaning
families have limited access to these smaller, less costly providers. A significarit shaost 40
percent’ of thetotal licensed and certified slots agsociated with providers that participate in Quality
Firstand have a rating ofStars or highemmeaning they are considered high quality

Since 2014, thereschool enrollment rater three and fouryearoldsin Phoenix Northncreased by

more than foupercentage Figure 1-3: Preschool Enrollment Rates, 2014 - 2019

points to 38.4 percena 60%

significantimprovement in 509

. 38.4% 35,905 38:8%

this key areaHowever, 40% 34.0% 9%
. ~ 0,
the regi onos 3™
, 20%

enrollment rate reman

10%
significantly lower than 0%

Phoenix North Arizona United States

47.4% 48.3%

the nationwide rate of 48.3

=2014 ®2019
percent.

Thehigh cost of child careontinues to be a key barrier for many familiesderal guidelines suggest
that child care is affordable when it hdmegian not
cost of child care in Phoenix ranges from 7 to 18 percent of the medmnéarafPhoenixfamilies

Publicly fundedchild care assistance programs, such as the DES child care subsidy and First Things
Firstd Quality First scholarship program, are important assets that help thousands ahtawes

families in the region to affdrformal child careln 2020, these programs served more than 4,700

children in Phoenix North

iii Phoenix North



Educational Indicators
Phoenix North is home to 138 public elementary schools.ifithisdes93 district schools and 45

charter schools, ensuring that pareratgehaccess to a variety of educational options for their children.

Between 2014 and 201®hird gradeproficiency levelsvi t hi n Phoeni x Northods sc
AzMERIT improved markedlyrom 41.8 percent to 46.2 percdat English language arts afim

40.5 percent to 52.3 percdnt math Despite thesenprovementsit remains concerning thaearly

half of allthirdsgraders in Phoenix North do not meet minimum math standards aedmaorhalf do

not meet minimum ELA standards.

High schoolgraduation rates and college degre Figure 1-4: Graduation Rates for the 2014 and

attainment in the region improvéy more than 2019 Graduation Cohorts in Phoenix North

4-Year | B-Year
four percentage pointa recent years. 2014 Class 75.1% 79.7%
2019 Class 79.6% 84.0%

Additionally, between 2014 and 2019, the
percentage of adults 25 and oldethe regiorwi t h a bachel or 6 s ftom@9% e or
percent to 33.7 percertigher levels of educational attainment among adukpositively correlated

with income and earning potential, which may further reduce poverty rates across the region.

Health

A review of healthrelated measures revsaoth positive and troubling trends.
In terms of pregnancy and birtelated measures:

The number of births to teen mothers declined
NICU admissions declined
The percentage of mothers giving birth who are overweight or abesased from 59.1 percent
to 62.3 percent
1 The percentage of mothers who began prenatal care in the first trimester decréaded by

percentage points

Child health indicators similarly demonstrate both negative and positive trends. Health insurance rates
among children undesix yeas-old in Phoenix Northincreasedrom 90.6percenin 2014to 95.6
percentin 2019 However, immunization rates decreased between 2018 and¥€20y onein-three

children in Phoenix North were considered overweight or obese.
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Family Support

Reports tahe Department of Child SafefipCS)for abuse and neglect Maricopa County decreased

5.7 percent between federal fiscal years 2019 and 2084ever, this reduction is attributed to reduced
contacts with mandatory reporters rather than a decline in mefett, the CDC reports that rigér

child maltreatmentas increased during the pandemdditionally, theoverallreduction in reports was
attributedonly to neglect cases, while reports for physical, sexual, and emotional abuse increased by

10.1percent between federal fiscal years 2019 and 2021.

Another concerning trend in the child welfare system is the decrease in licensed foster care homes.
Between 2018 and 2021, there was a 13.7 percent decrease in the number of licensed foster care homes
with more homes closing than opening in each.yEais trendmay make it more challenging to place

children inafamily-like setting when oubf-home placement is appropriate.

Continuing a longerm trend, the violent crime rate in Phoenix decreasedesd@pt between 2017 and
2019 and the property crime rate decreased by 7.2 pertmnaever the number of calls for service

related to domestic violence doubled between 2016 and 2020

There are a number of programs that offer services and resourcesligsfaniPhoenix to strengthen
their families, access parental training, and provide other supports. In general, however, these programs

are only able to reach relatively modest numbers of families.

Conclusion

Many indicators have improved since the 20HgjieRnal Needs and Assets report, although a smaller
number have experiencéelverpositive trends. These findings illustrate opportunities for stakeholders
in early childhood health and development systems to build on existing strengths and respond to
emeging needs. With the leadership of the Phoenix North Regional Partnership Council and the many
assets and committed stakeholders in the community, the region is positioned to continue to build on

positive trends and ensure all children are ready to suataetiool and in life.
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BACKGROUND AND APPROACH

Introduction

From birth tofiveyears a c¢chi |l dés brain grows and devel ops
brain development hdifelong impacs on health, educatioremploymentandother outcomesArizona

First Things First (FTF) administers programs and coordinates restoisgsport the development,

wel-bei ng, heal th, and educati on o fReeognizinghhatiezeryn a 6 s
community in Arizona has its own unigagengths and challenges, statutesstablishing FTF created

a regional systerthrough whicHocalregionalpartnershipcouncilsdecide theareas of early childhood

on which to focusheir region and how to allocate the funds that flow through FTRdb B2gionThe

Phoenix North Regional Partnership Coudgriorities include

Improving the quality of child care and preschool programs
Scholarships for children to access haghality early learning
Improving the quality of family, friend and neighbzare

Oral health screenings and fluoride varnishes

Developmental and sensory screenings

= =/ =4 A4 A -2

Strengthening families through voluntary home visiting and family resource centers

Arizona Revised Statutes (A.R.S.B8 161requires each regional partnership colutwcpublish a
biannual report detailingarly childhood assets, coordination opportunities, and unmet imetesr

region Theseregionalneeds andssetsrepost i nf or m council s6 planning

The 2022 Regional Needs and Assets Rdpoithe Phoenix North Regidmas been prepared to comply
with this statutory requirementhe report provides detailed, dataven information aboutegional

needs and asseaigyanized around six topical domains:

1 Population Characteristics 1 Educational Indicators
1 Economic Circumstances 1 Health
1 The Early Childhood System 1 Family Support

Background and Approach



Each domain is prefaced with a 6Why it Mattersoéo
the context of early childhood developmehdditionally, given the impact that poverty has on all

aspects of childrendés health and devel opment,6 t

Eachdomainthenincludes discussioofk ey i ndi cat or s wi t hi n tofseAs 6 Wh a
discussedbelow, information is gathered from multiple federal, state, and local government sources as
well as other secondary sources to illustrate the needs and assets pertinent to each domain. Where
possible, regional and suwbgional dataarpr esent ed wi thin the 6What th

Supplemental information for each domain is presented within the detailed appendices to this report.

Description of the Region

The Phoenix North Region ) _ ) _ )

_ _ Figure 2-1: First Things First Regions
consists of the portions of the
City of Phoenix generally
north of Thoma%oad as _
well astheunincorporated : = | | sy
areas of Anthem and New & N ( 4]

River.

Phoenix North is comprised
of diverse neighborhoods | e
with varying demographic ‘ | 7 - I
compositions, strengths, and i ! e T b
needs. Reognizing these ] e
differences, when feasible E [ ' ‘ =

and appropriatdata are — .

presented at subregional T
levels that follow elementary ' ‘
school district boundaries.
Given its size, the Deer
Valley Unified School District (DVUSD) is further divided by zip coffggure2-2 illustrates thesub>

regional school distridboundariesised inthis report.
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Figure 2-2: Subregional Map of Phoenix North

DVUSD NonZip

DVUSD 85087
DVUSD 85383 &~

DVUSD 85310 @ - DV[SD 85083

DVUSD 85053 @ -

-
-

Paradise
Valley

DVUSD 85023 & -

£
i

Madison :l Scottsdale

Alhambfra ’“‘w\ .’
Isaace - - -§ r03boﬁ| e N
. @
Phoenix Creighton

Large and varied communities directly impaatly childhoochealth and development within the
region including:

1 The mrentsandcaregivers whare the primaryeachers and advocates for 6%304children
in the region

1 Elected officials and government program administrétors the10 school districts in the
region the City of Phoenix, and multiple state agenthies are responsible for establishing

policy, overseeing funding, and coordinating services

1 Organizations and their staff that provide early care, health, nutrition, education, and other

services to young children and their families

1 Businesses that mayor may noft adopt familyfriendly policies for working parents

Background and Approach



1 Nonprofit organizations, which provide resources and research materials to support

improvements to the system of early childhood health and development

Data Sources and Methodologies

Theregpnés popul ation demographics are described |
American Community Survey (ACSiye-year estimates (2012019). The ACS is conducted annually

and provides detailed information at ttensus tract level, enabgjrcalculations and estimatasthe

regional and subregional levels. However,filie-year estimateby definition reflectaverage®ver that

period meaning dates between three and seven yearsafutlate at the time of reporting.

Additional informaton about service levels, eligibility, caseloads, and other pertinent information was
gathered by First Things First from a varietystate agencies, includirthe Departments of Child
Safety (DCS), Economic Security (DES), Education (ADE), and Healthcgsr(DHS).

Since many FTF regiordo not follow jurisdictional boundaries, FTF deveddjixeys to apportiondata

reported bycensus traabr zip codeFTFto regions based on the land area that falls within a given

region. For example, if 40 percentofmceus tract 6s | and area falls w
population within that tract is apportioned to that region. A similar process was employed for allocating
data to subregion&or caseload data frosmate agencies, FTF provided maps of tiggaes and sub

regions and asked the agency staff to plot their data against these maps.

A variety of other secondary data sources were identified to provide more insight into program

requirements, service levels, and benchmarks. These sourcegeitroughout the report.

Data and conclusions included in this report are subject to a number of limitations. Although efforts
were made to report current data, some data sets (including ACS data andstzdetaigency caseload
data)reflect2020 or earlierrad may not represent current trends that could influence decision making.
In particular, the impacts of COVHD9 on the early childhood system, educational system, child health,
and other dimensions have been profound, but data is not always availaatibyghese impacts.

Efforts were made to describe the impacts of COXtDacross the domain areas to assist the Phoenix

North Regional Partnership Council with decision making and resource planning.

In some cases, data are not available at the regiosalbregional levels. In these instances, the report

provides information at thiewest levelof geography possible. For example, some data are presented

4 PhoenixNorth



for the entire City of Phoenix, Maricopa County, or even Arizona overall when lower levels of

geogaphic data were not available.

The data presented in this report provides quantitative and qualitative information that is indicative of
the state of early childhood in the Phoenix Noahion, but may not always represent the experience of
all childrenwithin theregiondue to the diversity of neighborhoods and famildditionally, the
underlying causes of certain outcomes are not always known, though care was taken to conduct and
report findings from supplemental research or folgpvefforts with stee agencies to better understand

a trend or outcome.

Giventhese limitations, care should be given in the interpretation of the data presented. The 2022
Regional Needs and Assets remirouldinform decision making, but additional resources should be

leveraged as needed, including input friamilies, research partnergranteesandother stakeholders

Background and Approach
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POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS

Why it Matters

Phoenix North is the most populoksst Things First

region in the State, with more thaB®B000 residents,

including 65,000 children undsix years of age.

Strategic planning requires an understanding of the

unique characteristics of these residéniseir cultural

preferences; their linguistic needs, ensuring services are

accessible to abommunity members; and the broader

needs of families with young children, recognizing secio

economic differences across these families. Different groups have different needs and bring varied

strengths and opportunities.

The Phoenix North Regional Partn@s Council can best tailor service delivery to the region by
understanding Athe culture of the community and
withtaand tasdisessing fihow young children and thei

preparfing] locallyappr opri ate strategies to help more chi

Intersection with Poverty

Although poverty cuts across large segments of society, poverty rates are higher for certain demographic
groups. For example, Z¥rcent of singlgarent households live in poverty compared to 16 percent of
cohabitating parentsFurther, singlp ar ent f ami |l i es have fAexperience
economic welbeing following the recession of 20022009, and have remained in a lower state of
well-being postrecession comparedtopree c essi on, 0 a f dycimpactssiage di s pr ¢
mothers who are more likely to live in poverty than single fathBieverty rates for children under five

years of age vary substantially based on race and ethioitgxample13.5percent of White/

Caucasian childreander fivelive in poverty compared to 34.1 percent of children of Hispanic descent.

Strategies that help individuals and families rise out of poverty can help address these inequities.

Population Characteristiés



What the Data Tell Us

This domain covers the following topics:

1 Total population treds
1 Race/ ethnicity and language

1 Family Composition

Total Population
The growthi or lack thereof in the number of young children in the region and the specific
neighborhoods where these changes are occurring has important implications for servieg, plann

impacting the resources that will be available and the areas that may be targeted.

Phoenix continues to be one of the fastggbwing large cities in the countryPhoenix North is home

to an estimate®31,549 residentincluding 65,304 children undsix years® Since the 2010 decennial
census, Phoenix Nordwdded78,078 residents T h e 108 garcengjréwah rate isdentical to the
statewide rate over the same time periddioss the United States, Phoenix continues to be among the
fastest grwing large cities, witlthe second highest gromtatea mong t he nati onés

over the past deca@des shown in Figura-1.

Figure 3-1: Growth Rate Among the Ten Largest Cities in the United States, 2010 - 2019

City 2010 Population 2019 Population \ Growth Rate
New York, New York 8,175,031 8,336,817 2.0%
Los Angeles, California 3,793,139 3,979,576 4.9%
Chicago, lllinois 2,695,652 2,693,976 -0.1%
Houston, Texas 2,095,517 2,320,268 10.7%
Phoenix, Arizona 1,446,691 1,680,992 16.2%
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 1,526,012 1,584,064 3.8%
San Antonio, Texas 1,326,161 1,547,253 16.7%
San Diego, California 1,301,929 1,423,851 9.4%
Dallas, Texas 1,197,658 1,343,573 12.2%
San Jose, California 952,528 1,021,795 7.3%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau. (n.d.). Cumulative Estimates of Resident Population Change for Incorporated Places of
50,000 or More 2010 - 2019. Retrieved from https://www.census.gov/data/tables/time-series/demo/popest/2010s-total-
cities-and-towns.html.
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While ther e g i averafl gopulation increased, the number of young children declinBdh o e ni x 6 s
population increases over the past Figure 3-2: Number of Children Under 6

decade have been atwiiedto increases by Census Tract

in adult migratory populationscluding

retireesas well asniddle-class families

from highercost parts of the country

seeking more affordable housing in

Phoenix¢ Despite the growth in the

overall population, the number of births

in the region has continued to decline,

trend seen across the country since the

Carefree Highway
=7 Rl

200809 Great Recession. In particular,

SR-303

the number of births in Phoenix North
between 2017 and 2016taled9,228,
compared to 9,963 births between 201:

™~

Lake|

(‘/‘T

—k-10

D

L e

and 2016. Since population growth has

= =
been driven more by imigration than =i [N fv‘ /
by births, the numbeaf children under = ] = "_ Population Category
, f declinedab & [ <100 Children
six yearsof agedeclinedabout 1.6 \5 [ 100 - 499 Children
percent’ 1,033 childreri since 2010 to }vi E ?050;)99195;9"‘3‘1
- - ’ =ik naren
65,3048 The greatest numbers of younc RS > == _% I >=1,500 Children
e Th(‘nnpn Road _]

children residen the southerngrtions
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community SufYepb

of Phoenix North as shown in FigLBe Estimates (2012019). Table BO900(W Population Under 18 Years by
Age and Table SO0101Ageand Sex. Retrieved from data.census.gov
2.

Despite the decrease in the population of young children over the past decade, this group is projected
to increase in the coming yearé.ccording to population growth estimates provided by the Maricopa
Asscaiation of Governments, the number of children ursibelyearsold in the regions expected to

grow 18.8 percent between 2020 and 2@4@ure3-3 presents current and estimated populations by
subregion. As the table demonstrates, the greatest growtbjested in the Paradise Valley and Osborn
school districts and the 850&%p code area of Deer Valley Unified School District.
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Figure 3-3: Current and Projected Population of Children Under 6 in Phoenix North

Current
Population

Subregion Projected

Population

Change Subregion Current Projected

Population | Population

Change

(2019) (2040) (2019) (2040)

Alhambra 7,752 8,342 590 | DVUSD-85023 1,207 1,297 90
Creighton 2,292 2,354 62 | DVUSD-85024 997 1,668 671
Isaac 330 396 66 | DVUSD-85027 3,032 3,899 867
Madison 3,287 4,470 1,182 | DVUSD-85053 695 593 (102)
Osborn 2,656 4,634 1,977 | DVUSD-85083 1,407 1,860 453
Paradise Valley 14,010 17,959 3,949 | DVUSD-85085 1,546 3,251 1,705
Phoenix Elem. 347 493 146 | DVUSD-85086 2,602 3,721 1,119
Scottsdale 1,860 1,943 83 | DVUSD-85087 313 736 422
Washington 20,774 21,813 1,039 | DVUSD-85310 7 17 10

DVUSD-85331 49 84 35

DVUSD-85383 64 161 96

DVUSD-Non-Zip 77 204 128

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community SurvégdsEstimates (201:2019). Table BO9001 Population Under 18 Years
by Age and Table S0101Age and Sex. Retrieved from data.censusdavicopa Association of Governments Population Projectic
for Children Under 6.

Race/ Ethnicity and Language
Delivering culturally competent and linguistically appropriate services requires an understanding of the

backgrounds of the children in the region.

Phoenix North is home to a diverse population, particularly amongst its youngest resideigiste 3

4 compaes the distribution of all residents and children under six years of age by race/ ethnicity. As the
figure shows, the majority of residents in Phoenix North are White/ Caucasian. However, among young
children, there are nearly equal numbers of young @rildvho are Hispanic/ Latino and who are White/

Caucasian.
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Figure 3-4: Comparison of Racial/ Ethnic Distribution for Children Under 6
to All Residents in Phoenix North

70.0%
60.0%
50.0%
40.0%
30.0%
20.0%
10.0%
0.0% s wm. mwm
Hispanic/ White/ Black/ African Two or More Asian American One Other Native
Latino Caucasian American Races Indian/ Alaska Race Hawaiian/
Native Other Pac.
® Children Under 6 m All Residents Islander

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survéges Estimates (2018019). Table B17020Ai B17020Ili Population
Under 18 Years by Age and Table SOL@ge and Sex. Retrieved from alaensus.gov.

Nearly three-in-tenindividuals primarily speak a language other than Englisit home Between

2014 and 2019, the numbermioenix North residentsyears and oldevho primarily speak Spanish at
home increased 9.4 percent (from 138,52 1viddials to 151,489) and the number who primarily speak

a language other than English or Spanish increased 10.7 percent (from 54,683 individuals to 60,508).
Both growth rates exceed#tk 5.8 percent growth among individuals wdmdy speak English (from
530,726 individuals to 561,688} igure3-5 illustrates these counts

Figure 3-5: Counts of Phoenix North Residents 5 Years and Older
by Primary Language Spoken at Home

600,000
500,000
400,000
300,000
200,000
100,000

English Only Spanish Other Languages

0

m2014 =2019

Source:U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survégds Estimates20102014), Table S1601 Language Spoken at Home
Retrieved from data.census.gov.
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Aboutone-in-seven students in kindergarten through third grade are English language learners.
Figure3-6 describes the proportion of students in district and charter schools in Phoenix North
designated as English language learn&sshe figure shows, there ashigher proportion of English
language learners in district schools than in charter schools.

Figure 3-6: ELL Students in Phoenix North Schools, 2020

18%
16.0%

16%
14%
0, 0,
12% 11.0% 10.8% 10.4%
10% 8.3%
3% 7.7%
8%
6.4% @19

6%

4%

2%

0%

K-3rd Grade 4th - 5th Grade 6th - 8th Grade 9th - 12th Grade

m District Schools ® Charter Schools

Source:Unpublisheddataprovided by the Arizona Department of Education

Test scores among English language learners fall substantially belovstitlent aeragesELL

students are afforded testing accommodations as needed, including simplified instructions, translated
directions in the studentdés native | anguage, a
accommodations at the request of the studentsir guardiar?. However, across all public schools in

Phoenix North in 2019, only 4.9 percent of third graders who were English language learners passed the
AzMERIT English language arts test compared to 46.2 percent of all third grade students in tite Phoe
North region. Similarly, 12.6 percent of ELL third grade students passed the AzZMERIT mathematics test
compared to 52.3 percent of all third gradé&sFigure 3-6 shows the proportion of children who are

English language learners declines as stugaogress through school and become English proficient.

Family Composition
Families represent childrends primary fAdservice
must be considered when planning to effectively serve children.
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There has been little change in the number of households with young children over the past five
years.There are nearly 322,000 households in the Phoenix North Region, an increase of 7.0 percent
since 2015. However, the number of households with youndrehiincreasetly only 1.0 percent

during the same period.

The large majority of minor children live in twgparent householdsHowever, he onein-four

households led by a single adult ofteave different needs than those led by two parémeddition to

having fewer opportunities to share childrearing responsibilities, single parent households have, on
average, lower incomes. Considering households with children in the city of Phoenix overall, those led
by a single female had a median immof $29,505 in 2019 and those led by a single male had a median
income of $40,496, compared to those led by married couples that had a median income 0f$88,491.

The distribution of household compositions in the region and Arizona oveitalbtsatedin Figure3-7.

Figure 3-7: Household Compositions in Phoenix North and Arizona
80% 76.0%

73.0%

70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%

0%

19.0%  21.0%

—

Married/ Cohabitating Couple Male Householder Female Householder

m Statewide  ® Phoenix North

Source:U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survégas Estimate20152019), Table DP02 Selected Social
Characteristics in the United Statdetrieved from data.census.géwnerican Community Survey estimates do not reposdtmid
composition of children under 6 specifically.

Almost onethird of children in the region have one or more parents whenenot born in the United
States.The proportion of children undsix years of agéving with one or two parents by nativity i
displayed in Figur@-8. As the figure indicates, nearly 31 percent of children in the Phoenix North

region live with one or more parents who are forddgnn compared to a statewide rate of ks 26
percent.
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Figure 3-8: Parents of Young Children by Nativity Status
in Phoenix North and Arizona
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Source:U.S. Census Bureau, Americanr@munity Survey 5rear Estimates (2018019), Table BO5008 Age and Nativity of Own
Children Under 18 Years in Families and Subfamilies by Number and Nativity of Parents. Retrieved from data.census.gov.

Nearly 10 percent of young children in the regiorvé with a grandparentSome research indicates

that children raised by their grandparents often experience a number of challenges, including greater
risks for psychological, health, behavioral, and academic probfeAtsoss the Phoenix Norttegion,
14,307 children under J@arslive in the household of a grandparent, including 6,216 children under
six yearsIn more than half of the households in which a child under 18 years old lives with a
grandparent, the grandparent is responsible ocHild.

Key Takeaways

Approximately 65,300 children lived in the Phoenix North Region in 2019, a decrease of more than
1,000 children since 2010. Despite this downward trend over the past decade, the Maricopa Association

of Governments estimates the ragisill be home to nearly 80,000 children by 2040.

The Phoenix North Regionds young children are r
family types, demographic facts that may be useful in future planning efforts. Services that are culturally
and linguistically responsive are needs in the region, recognizing that more than 40 percent of the
regionds young children are Hispanic/ Latino an

language at home other than English.
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Morethanonen-f our of the regi onos -pprenthousehald)primatilyia n | i v ¢
femaleled householdthat, on averagearn incomeselss than onthird of the incomes earned by two

parent households.
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ECONOMIC CIRCUMSTANCES

Why it Matters

Nearly onein-four children in Phoenix North live in

poverty. The impacts of living in poverty for children

include a lack of safe or stable housing, limited access

to healthcare, food insecurity, and a lack of access to

quality child care and KL.2 educatiort? The chronic

stress of living in poverty impacts academic

achievement, is affiliated with a dropout rate that is 4.5

times greater than children living in high@come

families, and contributes to the likelihood that a child from poverty will live in poverty their whole
life.13 Further, children living in poverty are more susceptible to chronic illnesses and experience a
shortened life expectané§Even families vith incomes that place them above the federal poverty level

often struggle to make ends meet amid rising housing, healthcare, and child care costs.

What the Data Tell Us

This domain covers the following topics:

Income and poverty
Employment
Housing

Trangortation

= =4 =4 A -

Income supports

Income and Poverty

As noted above, poverty impacts nearly every as

poverty across the region allows for targeted interventions in the areas with the greatest need.

Families in the City of Phoenix earn higher incomes than the statewide averages, but there are
substantial differences in different parts of the regiohhe median family income for all families in

Phoenix increased from $64,640 in 2014 to $66,048 in 28d@ever, median family income is less
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than 70 percent of the statewide median in four school districts in the region: Alhambra, Creighton,

Isaac, and Phoenix ElementaRygure4-1 detailsmedian family incomecross the region

Figure 4-1: Median Family Income Based on Family Composition

Region/ Sub- All Married Married Male Male Female Female
Region families couple couple householders householders householders householders
with w/ children w/ children

children under 18 under 18

under 18
Arizona $70,184 $83,360 $88,352 $42,113 $42,884 $38,576 $30,416
City of Phoenix $66,048 $84,491 $80,918 $49,270 $40,496 $38,476 $29,505
Alhambra $39,108 $49,533 $46,639 $39,396 $29,120 $25,169 $19,694
Creighton $47,425 $62,823 $51,829 $42,178 $35,262 $31,592 $22,471
Isaac $36,819 $46,095 $39,505 $31,310 $30,907 $25,056 $22,458
Madison $98,072 $127,906 | $136,161 $62,670 $37,979 $48,328 $27,306
Osborn $60,247 $86,725 $70,040 $52,861 $49,650 $24,868 $21,422
Paradise Valley | $91,385 | $106,317 | $114,351 $65,827 $53,000 $53,243 $42,265
Phoenix Elem. $45,468 $76,479 $56,929 $43,074 $35,246 $21,279 $16,811
Scottsdale $114,252 | $134,451 | $159,551 $76,838 $74,915 $58,491 $47,813
Washington $58,102 $74,364 $70,014 $43,798 $35,640 $37,233 $27,272
Deer Valley $99,511 $110,494 | $119,865 $71,157 $63,774 $56,299 $48,958

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Suf¥Yea5Estimates (2018019), Table B19126 Median Family Income in the
Past 12Months (in 2019 InflatiorAdjusted Dollars) by Family Type by presence of Own Children Under 18 Years. Retrieved fron
data.census.gov.

Incomes tend to vary based on family composition with female householders with children under 18
years of age earning tlowest incomes on averaggcross the school districts in the Phoenix North
region, females with children under 18 years earn an average of 37 percent of the incomes earned by
married couples with children under 18. Figd+2 demonstratedifferences awss the region

illustrating family income for married couples with children undery®@rs. In general, incomes are

high in the northern and eastern parts of the region and more modest in the southwestern areas.
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Figure 4-2: Median Family Income of Married Couples with Children Under 18

by Census Tract

Income Range

[ <$20,000

[ $20,000 - $29,999

[ $30,000 - $39,999

[ $40,000 - $49,999

[ $50,000 - $59,999

I $60,000 - $69,999

Bl >=$70,000

Il "ot Determined
Source:Analysis ofU.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survégas Estimate0152019), Table
B19126i Median Family Income in the Past 12 Months (in 2019 InflaAdjusted Dollary by Family Type by
presence of Own Children Under 18 Ye&strieved from data.census.gov

Poverty rates have fallen markedly in recent yearse United States Department of Health and
Human Services publishes the federal Figure 4-3: 2021 and 2022 Federal Poverty Levels

S . Household Size 2021 2022
poverty guidelines used to determine 1 $12 880 $13.590
- . 2 $17,420 $18,310
eligibility for a variety of state and federal 3 $21.960 $23.030
: : : 4 $26,500 $27,750
public benefit programs. Figude3 = $31.040 $32.470

i i Source:U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Office of the
compares the 2021 and 2022 gwdellnes byAssistant Secretary for Planning and Evaluation. Poverty Guidelines

household sizeSince the 2018 Regional 2021 and2022. Retrieved from https://aspe.hhs.gov/topics/poverty
economiemobility/povertyguidelines.

Needs and Assets report, the percentage of Phoenix North
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residents living in poverty decreased 3.4 percentage points, while the percentage of childrsix under
yearsliving in poverty decreased by neasix percentage points, ahown in Figurel-4. During the

same period, thetatewide poverty rate declin8dL percentage points.

Figure 4-4: Comparison of Poverty Rates Among All Residents

and Young Children (2018 RNA 7 2022 RNA) in Phoenix North
2018 RNA 2022 RNA Percentage

Point Change

Arizona i All Residents 18.20% 15.10% (3.1%)
Arizona i Children Under 6 28.70% 23.30% (5.4%)
Phoenix North i All Residents 19.20% 15.80% (3.4%)
Phoenix North i Children Under 6 30.30% 24.40% (5.9%)

Source:U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survégas Estimate20152019),
Table B17001 Poverty Status in the Past 12 Months by Sex by Refeieved from
data.census.gov

Despite the decline in the poverty rategarly onein-four young children in the Phoenix North

region live in povertyFigure4-5 presents the distribution of children under yearsold living in

poverty by census tract, demonstrating that the higlee&rfy rates are in the southern portions of the
region. Across the region, seven percent of all residents live in deep poverty, defined as having an
income less than 50 percent of the federal poverty level, ranging from 1.1 percer@5810eip code

area oftheDeer Valley Unified School District to 17.1 percent in the Isaac School District.
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Figure 4-5: Distribution of Children Under 6 in Poverty by Census Tract in Phoenix
North

/
- Z
—— \

% of Children Under 6 in Poverty =
[ <5%
[ 5%-<20%
[ 20%-<35% ’:d
B 35%-<50%
Bl 50%-<65% [
B >=65% %

Source:Analysis ofU.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survéges Estimate0152019), Table B17001
Poverty Status in the Past 12 Months by Sex byRefeieved from data.census.gov

The percentage of young children living in poverty varies significantly acrossréggon Poverty rates
for young childrerexceed 35 percent the Isaac (54.2 percent), Alhambra (48.2 percent), and
Creighton (36.9 percent) districligure4-6 illustratespoverty rates among children undex years of

ageby subregion.
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Figure 4-6: Poverty Rates Among Children Under 6 by Subregion

Poverty Rate for Children
Under 6 Years-Old

Poverty Rate for Children
Under 6 Years-Old

Subregion

Subregion

Alhambra 48.2% DVUSD-85023 26.0%
Creighton 36.9% DVUSD-85024 7.0%
Isaac 54.2% DVUSD-85027 15.8%
Madison 12.7% DVUSD-85053 30.9%
Osborn 26.3% DVUSD-85083 2.2%
Paradise Valley 16.9% DVUSD-85085 4.0%
Phoenix Elementary 36.9% DVUSD-85086 2.6%
Scottsdale 1.5% DVUSD-85087 0.0%
Washington 30.3% DVUSD-85310 0.0%

DVUSD-85331 9.1%

DVUSD-85383 0.0%

DVUSD-Non-Zip Area 0.0%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community SusYembEstimates (2018019), Table B17001 Poverty Status ithe Past
12 Months by Sex by Age. Retrieved from data.census.gov.

The federal poverty level does not fully reflect the needs of famils@sne observers believe the

federal poverty level is antiquated since it was originally established based aostedvhen low

income families spent a much larger proportion of their wages on food and because it does not account
for differences in regional costs or household composition (for example, the guideline is the same for

two adults with one child and for eradult with two children). In response, others have constructed

living wage estimates to determine the level of income various family types would need to support
themselves. The Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) has produced one such caldudtor,
incorporates estimates for food, child care, medical costs, housing, transppaiati@ther expenses
comparison t

Figured-7pr esent s MI Tdéds | iving wage 1in

families in the Phoenix area.

Figure 4-7: MIT 2021 Living Wage Estimates for Select Family Types in the Phoenix Area

1 Adult, 1 Child 2 Adults (1 Works), 2 Adults (Both Work),

1 Child 1 Child
Food $5,574 $8,639 $8,639
Child Care $5,386 $0 $5,386
Medical $7,627 $7,315 $7,315
Housing $14,076 $14,076 $14,076
Transportation $8,987 $11,186 $11,186
Civic $3,889 $3,554 $3,554
Other $4,553 $4,996 $4,996
Taxes $11,138 $11,065 $12,263
Required Income $50,092 $49,767 $55,153
2021 Federal Poverty Level (FPL) $17,420 $21,960 $21,960
FPL % of Required Income for Living Wage 34.8% 44.1% 39.8%

Source: Massachusetts Institute of Technology Living Wage Calculator for the Phoenix Metropolitan Statistical Area. fRetnieve:

https://livingwage.mit.edu/metros/38060
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For each othe three family types shown in the table, families would need to earn at least twice the

minimum wage to cover the identified cqstemonstrahg that a broader range of families may require
assistance with housing, transportation, medical, and chidooats.

Employment

Families in Phoenix benefit from a large and strong employment market. However, even many working

families may require assistances as many jobs do not pay wages sufficient to cover all of their costs.

Despite a substantial increase imemployment during the first yeaand-a-half of the pandemic,
unemployment remains at historically low levelss illustrated in Figurd-8, unemployment rates in
Phoenix increased substantially at the beginning of the pandenoin 4.6 percent in Marck020 to

13.9 percent in Aprii but has steadily declined since then. By the end of 2021, unemployment had
fallen below prepandemic levels to a record low of 2.6 percent.

Figure 4-8: Unemployment Rates in Arizona and the City of Phoenix

(January 2016 - January 2021)
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Source: Arizona Commerce Authority. Labor Force Stati$tidmemployment Rates Arizona and the City of Phoenix (January 20:
7 December 2021 Retrieved fronittps://www.azcommerce.com/oeo/laimoarket/unemployment/

Adults in Phoenix North are employed at higher levels than the statewide avefagesidering pre
pandemic data, the employment rate among adults 16 years and older was nearly eight percentage points

higher in Phoenix North than in the state overall. Ldbare participation rates in the region and the
state are presented in FiguFre.
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Figure 4-9: Adult Population 16 and Older by Employment Status in
Phoenix North

100%
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38.0%

mEmployed ®=Unemployed = Notin Labor Force

Source:U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survégés Estimates (2018019), Table 33017 Employment Status
Retrieved from data.census.gov.

Among families wih children undesix years of agethe percentage of families with at least one
employed parent increased from 88.7 percent in 2014 to 91.2 percent in 2019, tracking closely with
statewide trends as illustrated in Figdr&O0.

Figure 4-10: Employment Status of Parents of Children Under 6 in
Phoenix North
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® Both Parents Employed H One Parent in Labor Force, One Not
= Neither Parent in Labor Force Single Parent in Labor Force

B Single Parent Not in Labor Force

Source:U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survégés Estimates (2018019), TableB23008i Age of Own Children Under
18 in Families and Subfamilies by Living Arrangements by Employment Status of FRetnéved from data.census.gov.
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Phoenix is projeatd to experience continued strong job growth, but many of these jobs will be
relatively low paying Between 2020 and 2030, the Arizona Commerce Authority projects that Phoenix

will add 169,672 job3® Figure4-11 presents the five occupations projecteddd the most jobs and the
current median wage for each. None of the top three occupations pay wages sufficient to meet the needs
of any of the family types presented earlier in Figli& indicating that even many working families

will need support to hplwith housing, health, and child care costs.

Figure 4-11: Fastest Growing Jobs in the City of Phoenix through 2030

Occupation Est. Jobs Added Median Hourly Wage
through 2030 (May 2020)

Transportation and Material Moving Occupations 23,503 $15.99

Healthcare Support Occupations 17,816 $14.25

Food Preparation and Serving Related Occupations 14,063 $13.01

Healthcare Practitioners and Technical Occupations 13,5637 $36.20

Business and Financial Operations Occupations 13,023 $31.10

Source:. Arizona Commerce Authority. Employment Projections in the City of Phoenix{2030) Retrieved from
https://www.azcommerce.com/oeo/lamoarket/employmergrojections/ United States Bureau of Labor Statistics. May
2020 Metropolitan and Nonmetropolit#rea Wage Estimates for the PhoeMgsaScottsdale, AZ MSA. Retrieved fromr
https://www.bls.gov/oes/current/oessrcma.htm

Housing
Housing represents the single | ar prieesandrentsméa s e i
regoni ncrease, familiesd budgets become increasin

meet their other needs.

Only about half of the available housing in Phoenix is considered affordable for families earning the
median incomeThe Housing Opportuty Indexi a measure of the share of homes in an area that
would cost 28 percent or less of the local median incodecreased by 30.2 percentage points between
2012 and 20218 1n 2021, only slightly more than half of the available housing (51.2 pgnvast

affordable to families earningtlte t y s medi an i ncome compared to 8

Like home prices, rental costs have increased significantly in recent ydagsire4-12 details the
change in fair market rent at the™fercentile (meaningO percent of the rental inventory in any given
year costs less while 60 percent costs more). As the figure reveals, fair market rents for all unit sizes

have increased significantly between 2017 and 2022, by an average of 41 percent igehe@exial.
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Figure 4-12: Fair Market Rents (40th Percentile) 2017-2022 in the Phoenix
Metropolitan Statistical Area
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Source: U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. Fair Market RefhiRdrtentile Rents) 201:72022. Retrieved from
https://www.huduser.gov/portal/datasets/fmr.html

More than onein-three households in the region are considered hawgscost burdened, with renters
significantly more likely to spend more than 30 percent of their income on housiige U.S.

Department of Housing and Urban Development considers families to be housing cost burdened when
they spend 30 percent or more ofithiecome on housing’ In Phoenix North in 2019, 37.9 percent of
households exceeded this burden. This figure varies significantly for owners and renters and across the
region. Among renters, 47.2 percent of households in Phoenix North spend more pleaceB0 of their
income on rent, compared to 27.5 percent of homeowners. This difference is due, in part, to greater
housing stability amongst homeowners, which insulates them from annual cost increases. In 2019, 90.7
percent of homeowners were in the sdraese as the year prior, compared to only 73.3 percent of
rentersMore than 50 percent of renters in the Alhambra, Isaac, Phoenix Elementary, and Washington
districts and the 85023 and 85024 zip code areas of the Deer Valley Unified School District face
housing costs in excess of 50 percent of their
burdend® Figure4-13illustrates the differences in the percentage of renters and homeowners with a

housing cost burden across the region.
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Figure 4-13: Percent of Renters and Homeowners with Housing Burden by Census Tract
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Source:U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survégas Estimates (2018019), TableDP041 Selected Housing
Characteristics Retrieved from data.census.gov.

The number of individualexperiencing homelessnessthe City of Phoenix has tripled since 2014.
The Maricopa Association of Governments conducts an apoustin-time count of individuals
experiencing homelessnemsoss theounty.Between 2014 an#022, the number of unsheltered
individuals in the City of Phoenix increasfedir-fold, from 771 to3,096'°Across Maricopa County,

13.7 percent of the overall count of homeless individuals were comprised of children urtieudB,

the number of familiesxperiencing homelessness decreased by 12 percent between 2016 afftl 2022.
The number of children in kindergarten througH fi2ade experiencing homelessness served by public
schools in Phoenix North decreased from 2,147 in 2018 to 1,550 in 2020 teatéisn Figurel-14.
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Figure 4-14: Number of Children Experiencing Homelessness Served by
District and Charter Schools in Phoenix North

2,500

2,000

1,500
1,000
50

All Schools District Schools Charter Schools

o

o

m2018 ®m2019 m=2020

Source: Unpublished data provided by the Arizona Department of Educationi 2028 School Years.

Transportation
A key need among lowncome families to access employment, educational opportunities for themselves

and their dildren, child care, and other services is access to reliable transportation.

Most residents rely on private transportation to commute to work; theke use public

transportation face more limited employment opportunities and must spend more of their time
commuting.Across Phoenix North, 7.7 percent of households do not have access to a?&ealers

are more likely to lack access to a vehicle (Jpe&ent) than homeowners (2.3 percehtielarge

maj ority of Phoeni x 1MND®3 perbedtsiseepnvate eliodkedo gabeverk.d e nt s
Only 3.3 percent rely on public transportation; 2.5 percent use a taxi, motorcycle, or bicycle; and 1.9
percent walk. Commute times are substantially longer for residents who rely on public transportation
compared to residents who use a private vehicle. For example, only 5.6 percent of Phoenix commuters
who use a private vehicle had an average commute wiifdtes or more, compared to 37.7 percent of
commuters utilizing public transportatiéhResearch has shown that, although there is a higher cost to
owning a vehicle compared to using public transportation, those using public transportation have fewer
options for betteipaying jobs where public transportation may not be available and longer commute

times reduce opportunities to attend school and other activities that may improve householdincome.
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Economic Supports

There are a number of publiefynded benefit programs available to loviecome Phoenix residents.

With rising employment and incomes, the number of faiesl accessing the Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program (SNAR)the primary food assistance program in the United Statdsas
decreased in recent yearSNAP provides funds that lowncome families can use purchase foodl'o
be eligible for SNAP,dmilies generally must have gross incomes below 130 percent of the federal
poverty level. The average monthly benefit per household in December 2021 was $486638.
number of families and children receiving SNAP bendiitBhoenix Nortrdeclined by 2%ercent
between 2016 and 2020, as shown in Figui®.

Figure 4-15: Families and Children Using SNAP in Phoenix North
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Source:Unpublished data provided by the Arizona Department of Economic Securityi(2026)

Participation in the Women, Infants, and Children Program (WIC) prognahich provides assistance

to parents of newborns and young children to access nutritiou$ foagldeclined in recent yeatse to

fewer births andheimproved economic circumstances of many famiM#sC provides vouchers to
pregnant women amothers otchildrenunder five years of age to allow them to purchase certain
nutritional foods. The program also providesrition education and referrals to health and social

services programd.o access WIC benefits, families must have incomes below 185 percent of the
federal poverty level. As with SNAP, enroliment in WIC has declined markedly in recent years, as seen
in Figure4-16.
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Figure 4-16: WIC Participants in Phoenix North
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Due to the programébés restrictive eligikhowdasty r e
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families, or TAKEgches only a fraction of families living in

poverty.The cash assistangerogramprovides cash benefits to lemcomefamilies in order to help

them meet their living expenses. To qualify, fé@si must have dependettiildren, have adjusted

household incomes below 36 percent of the 1992 FPL, and cooperate with the Jobs employment
program and child support enforcement. The average maudlgipent per participating household in
December 2021 we$210.53%° As illustrated in Figurd-17, 1,306 children undesix yearsn Phoenix

North received cash assistance in 20&tly 8.3 percent of all young children living in povertg)

decline of 40.2 percent since 2016.
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Figure 4-17: Families and Children Using TANF in Phoenix North
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Approximately 60 percent of children in public schools in Phoenix North are eligible for federally
funded free or reduced price lunches. Students from families with incomes below 186 pktice

federal poverty level are eligible for reduced price meals, while students from families with incomes
below 130 percent of the federal poverty level are eligible for free meals. Bid@&#ustrates the

number of children eligible for free ameduced price meals for public schools in Phoenix North. As the
figure demonstrates, there was a small decrease in the number of children receiving free or reduced

priced meals in district schools over the past three years and a small increase isdhaoter
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Figure 4-18: Children in K-12 Eligible for Free and Reduced Price Meals
in Phoenix North
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Although there were only small changes in the number of children eligible for free or reduced price
lunches over the past three years, the number of meals sdhsddftantially in 2020Figure4-19

reportsthe total number of free and reduced priced meals distributed by public school®o#rex

North region from 2018 to 2020. As the figure reveals, there was nearly a 25 percent decrease in the
number of meals served, due primarily to remote or vidgttahdance during the pandemic in 2020. For
many children, their school lunch is their primary meal so the loss of these meals resulted in increased

hunger for some number of children.

Figure 4-19: National School Lunch Program - Sites and Meals Served in Phoenix
North

2018 2019 2020 ‘ % Chg in Meals
Served

All Schools

Sites 170 171 170

Meals Served 20,166,347 20,852,586 15,429,831 (23.5%)
District Schools

Sites 128 129 128

Meals Served 18,097,943 18,734,596 13,879,483 (23.3%)
Charter Schools

Sites 42 42 42

Meals Served 2,068,404 2,117,990 1,550,348 (25.0%)

Source:Unpublished data provided by the Arizona Department of Educatior8 {22020)
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Key Takeaways

The City of Phoenix has experienced steady gains in employment and wages since the 2018 RNA.
Immediately following the onset of the pandemic in March 2020, the unemployment rate increased from
4.6 percent to 13.9 percent, but has since reached-amelbw of 2.6 percent. There was a-six

percentage point decrease in the number of children sndgears of agéving in poverty since the

2018 RNA. Still, nearly a quarter of gibungchildren in the regioii 24.4 percent (15,659 children)

live below thefederal poverty level

Various public assistance programs are available to lovweeme families, but participation in these

programs has fallen as family incomes have increased. Although this represents an increase in self
sufficiency, many families areoping with rising costs. For example, the cost of rental housing in the
Phoenix area has increased by an average of 41 percent since 2017. These costs increases have genera

outpaced wage growth, meaning that many families continue to struggle to mskaeet.

Economic Circumstance33



The Early Childhood System
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